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Cold Water 
Bacteria Tips for keeping your fish and 

pond healthy through winter:

Trim off dead plant material that might hang over into the pond

Skim out any leaves and debris that have fallen into the pond

It’s ok to turn off your UV light until spring

Put a net over the pond at least until the last of the leaves have fallen

Continue adding bacteria to your pond, but switch to cold 
water formula

When the temperature in the water gets below 60 degrees, start 
feeding winter food until the water gets below 50 degrees.  Then stop 
feeding the fish all together. 
For large lake pond owners, you can shut down your aerators 
approximately November-March (warm weather will decide when to 
start them back up).  
This is also a good time to inspect the diffusers to make sure they’re 
free of algae and debris and change the air filter on your pump if you 
live in a particularly dusty area.  
You can stop using water treatments on large lake ponds and start 
back up in the spring with 1 or 5lb Pond (bacteria) Blocks.

Call store for details
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